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RF.MARKS 

During the process of translating the specification of this appUcation from 
Japanese the word W was used as a place holder for "ultra large fibers". The 
intent was to replace this word with the correct wording prior to fihng the 
application. Due to an unfortunate error this replacement was not made. AppUcants 
beUeve that this change introduces no new matter since in the text and tables the 
dernier value of the material in question is given several time. Clearly, it makes 
Uttle sense to use "ftoe" as a term to describe a fiber that has a dernier value of 
greater than 1,000. 

The replacement text has been provided above and the redlined text showing 
I the individual changes is provided at the end of this paper as requested in revised 
Rule 121. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfi.Uy submitted that the appUcation is in 
condition for allowance. Reexamination and reconsideration otthe appUcation. as 
amended, are requested. If for any reason the Examiner stiU finds the appUcation 
other than in condition for allowance, the Examiner is requested to call the 
undersigned attorney at the Los Angeles telephone number (213) 337-6700 to 
discuss the steps necessary for placing the appUcation in condition for aUowance. 
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You are hereby authorized to charge any fees due and refund any surplui 
fees to our Deposit Account No. 50-1314. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 29 March 29, 2001 



Biltmore Tower 
500 South Grand Avenue, Suite 1900 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
Telephone: (213) 337-6700 
Facsimile: (213) 337-6701 



ill 



HOGAN & HARTSON L.L.P. 

Stefan J: KirWianski 
Registration No. 36,568 
Attorney for Applicants 
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Redlined Copy (Revised Rxile 121) 



Please amend the paragraphs starting with line 5 of page 22 and continuing to 
line 4 of page 23 as follows: 



The fibers constituting the non-woven fabric used for the cushion material mclude, 
for example, polyester fibers having a side-by-side structure and having selt- 
crimping developability, polyester fibers of core-sheath type composite fibers, [fine] 
ultrajargefibers of 100 denier or more and core-sheath type composite polyester 
fibers with the melting point of fibers constituting the sheath being set lowest 
among the fibers constituting the non-woven fabric accordmg to this invention. 
When the fibers are restricted to the polyester type, they are advantageous m 

'-'^''''^Z^Zn:^^^^ fibers used in this invention, [^-1 
are preferably of 100 denier or more and 5000 denier or F^^^^^^^^^f^^^^,^^^^^^^^ 
denier are soft and difficult to maintain the shape of the cushion material and fibers 
of 5000 denier or more can not provide favorable cushioning property since 
individual constituent fibers are excessively hard. , • ,u i.ocf qno/„ 

Further, the [fine] iiltr«.1«rger fibers are preferably contained by at least 30/o 
by weight or more and, more preferably, 50% by weight or more. If the mixing ratio 
is bwer, the function and effect of the [fine] ultra-large fibers can not be developed 
undesirably. On the other hand, if the mixing ratio of the [fine] ^iltra-large fibers i s 
Mgher, since production of the fiber webs by the carding is extreme y difficult due to 
the lowering of the machine operationabihty, they are produced by the production 
method to be described later. 



Please replace Table 5 on page 23 with the following table: 











[fine] 
Ultra- 
laree 
fiber 


Usual 
fiber 


Self-crimping 
developable 
fiber 


Binder 
fiber 


Basis unit 


Thickness 


Denier 


500 d 


2.0 d 


13.0 d 


2.0d 


g/m2 


mm 


Fiber 
length 


38 mm 


51 mm 


51 mm 


51 mm 






Example 
Comp. 


65% 


15% 


15% 
65% 


20% 
20% 


1200 
1200 


40 

40 
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text: 



Please replace the paragraph starting on line 15 of page 26 with the foUowing 



It is considered that the first reason of developing the difference is that [fine] 
,jaaiii^rt^t could not be used in a great amount in the cushion matenal 
usiLVthe non-wo ven fabric produced by the existent method whereas the [fine] 

great amount so far, can develop such an effect. 

Please replace the paragraph starting on the last line of page 26 with the 
following text: 

P'nrther as the second reason, it is considered that such characteristic is 
developX^thriimensionalr^^^^^^^ 

carding method and by the mixing of ^.^Z^^^^^^^ 

That is it is considered that incorporation of the [fine] vi ltra lar ge iiDei^ e 

excellent cushioning property. 

Please replace the three paragraphs starting at line 22 of page 27 with the 
following text: 

The fibers constituting the non-woven fabric used for the fi}*^' 
this invention. When the fibers are restricted to the polyester type, they are 
pressure loss and cause clogging when used as the filter, and it is diiiicu 
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maintain the shape of the filter. On the other hand, ^^/.^y ^/f,^^^^^^^ 
fibers are excessively hard to increase the gaps formed between the fibers larger, 
faihng to coUect dusts sufficiently. w Ipast 30% 

Further the [fine] nitr^-lnrg^r fibers are preferably contained by at least 3U/o 

not be developed. On the other hand, if the mixmg ratio of the [fine] u^iMge 
fibers ifreater, since production of the fiber webs by the carchng is extremely 
S fue to the lowering of the machine operationabihty , they are produced by 
the production method to be described later. 



Please replace the text of Table 9 (page 29) with the following text: 



Table 9 


[Fine] 
Ultra- 
large 
fiber 


Usual 
fiber 


Self-crimping 
developable 
fiber 


Binder 
fiber 


Basis unit 


Thickness 


Denier 


1000 d 


2.0 d 


6.0 d 


2.0d 


g/m2 


mm 


Fiber 
length 


64 mm 


51 mm 


51 mm 


51 mm 
20% 


700 


20 


Example 
Comp. 
Example 


65% 


65% 


15% 
15% 


20% 


700 


20 



Please replace the text of the two paragraphs starting at line 20 of page 31 with 
the following text: 

It is supposed as the first reason for developing the difference that the [fine] ultrai 
ll3S conta ned at least by 30% by weight or more of the constituent fibers 
^?Sy maintain the gaps between cons^ent fibers withou^^^^^^^^^ 
increasing the pressure loss, while such [fine] ultra -large fibers could not be used m 
aTea amount for the filter using the non-woven fabric produced the -if - 
method. That is. the [fine] ultra-large fibers, which were difficult o be put to the 
carding machine if mixed in a great amount, can develop such an effect. 

ItTs considered as the second reason that such f-^-^'^^^^tlltel^^ 
the three dimensional random structure and mixing of a great amount of the [taiej 
X^e^. That is, it is considered that by mixing a great amount of the 
SSSiSfibers. the filter can properly maintain the mter-fiber gaps as^t^ 
S el ecting region of the filter to prevent great increase of pressure loss and. 
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further, it has the three dimensional random arrangement of the fibers as the filter 
material by the three dimensional fiber orientation and has excellent dust collecting 
efficiency by such three dimensional constitution. That is, it is considered that 
since the paths of dusts upon passing through the filter are not uniform as the 
entire three dimensional structure of the filter, the dust absorbing characteristic 
can be improved more than that in the case of the two dimensional randomicity. 
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